
Evidence	of	Water	Cistern	and	fixed	
well	on	the		

Temple	Mount	



The	people	are	suffering	
from	the	queen	Helena	

syndrome	
	

Just	point	at	it!!!!!!!	
and	is	an	official	loca;on	



Was	the	Gihon	Spring	the	only	water	
source?	

2	Kings	20:20	
	Now	the	rest	of	the	acts	of	
Hezekiah,	and	all	his	might,	and	
how	he	made	the	pool,	and	the	
conduit,	and	brought	water	into	
the	city,	aren't	they	wriJen	in	the	
book	of	the	chronicles	of	the	kings	
of	Judah?	

2	Chronicles	32:	
30	This	same	Hezekiah	also	
stopped	the	upper	spring	of	
the	waters	of	Gihon,	and	
brought	them	straight	down	on	
the	west	side	of	the	city	of	
David.	Hezekiah	prospered	in	all	
his	works.	



Measure	the	PaJern	

Joseph	Good	



		

Av;nas	

Ezekiel	47:1		
He	brought	me	back	to	the	door	of	the	house;	
and	behold,	waters	issued	out	from	under	the	
threshold	of	the	house	eastward;	(for	the	
forefront	of	the	house	was	toward	the	east;)	
and	the	waters	came	down	from	under,	from	
the	right	side	of	the	house,	on	the	south	of	
the	altar.			



17	cisterns	inside	the	Yellow	area	

Hasmonean	Baris	





Researchers	of	the	temple	mount	in	
the	1800’s	for	the	PEF	

1.  James	Barclay	
2.  Ermete	Piero`	
3.  Melchior	de	Vogue		
4.  Captain	Charles	Warren	
5.  Conrad	Schick	
6.  Claude	Reignier	Conder		
7.  Sir	Charles	Wilson		

Many	of	these	men	were	Royal	Engineers	of	
England		



How	did	they	gather	the	informa;on?	







Numbering	
the		

Cisterns	





		



Evidence	from	the	Mishnah	



Muslim	eye	witness	year	985	ce.	



Persian	Nazir-i	Khusraw	in	1047	



Temple	mount	eye	witnesses	of	water	





		An	overview	of	Jerusalem's	aqueduct	system	
	
Air	photo	of	the	Solomon's	Pools	The	water	supply	
system	of	Jerusalem,	which	reached	its	height	in	the	late	
Second	Temple	period,	consists	of	several	independent	
but	interconnected	elements	which	were	built/re-built	at	
different	;mes.	It	was	explored	and	mapped	by	the	19th	
century	explorers	Charles	Wilson	and	Conrad	Schick	and	
again	in	recent	;mes	by	Amihai	Mazar	and	others.	The	
heart	of	the	system	is	Solomon's	Pools,	three	reservoirs	
which	descend	in	stair-step	fashion	down	the	Artas	
Valley	just	southwest	of	Bethlehem.		
	
They	are	monumental	and	quite	astounding,	with	a	
combined	surface	area	equal	to	more	than	four	football	
fields	and	a	capacity	of	over	a	quarter	million	cubic	
meters.	The	pools	serve	as	a	kind	of	junc;on	or	
interchange	for	the	system.	Besides	collec;ng	rainwater	
from	the	plains	to	the	west	and	the	output	of	some	local	
springs,	the	pools	receive	the	water	of	the	two	major	
supplying	aqueducts	and	then	send	it	all	out	through	
three	channels	to	Jerusalem	en	Herodion	(all	discussed	
below).	The	Solomon's	Pools	-	surely	not	built	in	the	;me	
of	King	Solomon	-	were	completely	refurbished	by	the	
Bri;sh	in	1924,	when	a	pumping	sta;on	was	also	
installed,	to	send	the	water	through	iron	pipes	to	the	Old	
City.	 hJp://www.romanaqueducts.info/aquasite	jerusalemAq1/index.html	

Upper	pool=	22,454,624	gallons	
Middle	pool=23,775,485	gallons	
Lower	pool	=	29,851,441.9	gallons	
	
Total	gallons	of	water	
228,000	m3	=	60,231,227	gallons	



		

"He	[Herod]	spent	money	from	the	
sacred	treasury	in	the	construc;on	of	
an	aqueduct	to	bring	water	into	
Jerusalem,	intercep;ng	the	source	of	
the	stream	at	a	distance	of	thirty-five	
kilometers.	The	Jews	did	not	acquiesce	
in	the	opera;ons	that	this	involved;	
and	tens	of	thousands	of	men	
assembled	and	cried	out	against	him,	
bidding	him	to	relinquish	his	promo;on	
of	such	designs".	
Flavius	Josephus,	Jewish	An;qui;es	
18.60-62	

"The	growth	of	Jerusalem	in	the	Second	
Temple	period	and	the	massive	sacrificial	
ac;vity	on	the	Temple	Mount	caused	a	major	
problem	of	water	supply.	The	solu;ons	that	
has	been	provided	in	the	First	Temple	period	-	
exploita;on	of	the	Gihon	waters,	digging	of	
cisterns	under	the	houses,	and	the	
construc;on	of	large	public	pools	-	no	longer	
sufficed"	(from:	Mazar	2002).		

Prof.	Amihai	Mazar	-	Ins;tute	of	Archaeology	



		
A	second	phase	occurred	when	Herod	the	Great,	
using	Roman	engineering	and	in	connec;on	with	his	
rebuilding	program	of	the	Second	Temple,	created	
the	sophis;cated	Wadi	el-Byiar	Aqueduct,	which	fed	
the	upper	pool.	The	aqueduct	was	par;ally	built	as	
a	tunnel	which	collected	underground	water	from	
the	aquifer	it	was	passing	through,	in	the	way	of	a	
qanat,	to	supplement	the	spring	water	and	surface	
runoff	it	was	also	carrying.	Water	from	the	same	
upper	pool	was	taken	to	Jerusalem's	Upper	City,	
where	Herod	had	erected	his	new	palace,	through	
the	king's	ambi;ous	so-called	Upper	or	High	Level	
Aqueduct.	North	of	Bethlehem	a	tall	bridge	
consis;ng	of	two	levels	of	arches	helped	pass	a	
deep	valley.[2]	
	
In	a	third	phase,	Roman	prefect	Pon;us	Pilate	built	
39	kilometres	(24	mi)	of	aqueduct	bringing	yet	more	
water	to	Solomon's	Pools	from	the	large	collec;on	
pools	at	Arrub	to	the	south.[9]	
	
		



			
	
		

A	Public	Water	Reservoir	DaLng	to	the	
First	Temple	Period	has	been	Exposed	for	
the	First	Time	next	to	the	Western	Wall			

Archaeologists	have	discovered	an	ancient	
water	reservoir	in	Jerusalem	which	they	
suspect	was	used	by	pilgrims	on	their	way	to	
the	Temple	Mount.	
The	Israeli	An;qui;es	Authority	said	the	
'cistern'	could	have	held	66,000	gallons	(250	
cubic	meters)	of	water.	
It	likely	dates	back	to	the	era	of	the	First	
Temple,	which	could	make	it	up	to	3,000	years	
old.	
According	to	the	Hebrew	Bible,	the	First	
Temple	was	constructed	by	King	Solomon	in	
the	10th	century	B.C.	and	then	destroyed	400	
years	later.	
	
	
Read	more:	hJp://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/
ar;cle-2201175/Archaeologists-discover-ancient-reservoir-
used-pilgrims-way-Temple-Mount-Jerusalem-3-000-years-
ago.html#ixzz4c1TKX5ap		
		



		Ecclesiastes		2:	
4	I	made	myself	great	
works.	I	built	myself	
houses.	I	planted	myself	
vineyards.				
5	I	made	myself	gardens	
and	parks,	and	I	planted	
trees	in	them	of	all	kinds	
of	fruit.			
6	I	made	myself	pools	of	
water,	to	water	from	it	
the	forest	where	trees	
were	reared.	

		



Topographical	map	of	the	temple	mount	
Cisterns	and	Conduits	under	the	mount	

Number	of	the	cisterns	according	to	Conrad	Schick		

Drain	system		
to	the	cistern	
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Cistern	#1	



Main	chamber=	50t	by	16t	
Southern	wind=	20t	by	16t	
Height	=	30t	

Main	chamber	
50t	by	16t	

Southern	wind	
	20t	by	16t	

Height	=	30t	



33t	x	16t	

16S	x	11.5S	

Cistern	#2	



		AbluLons	Fountain	south	of	the	Dome	of	the	Rock	is	found	between		
Cistern	#2	and	#3		

	





Cistern	#1	
Cistern	#2	

South	

West	
East	

North	



36S	high	

Schick’s	esLmate	
12,000	m3=3,170,064	Gallons	
Barclay’s	esLmate	
9,100	m3=	2,403,966	Gallons	
	

120x90	t	



		 The	Great	Sea,	
pain;ng	by	William	
‘Crimea’	Wilson,	from	
the	archives	of	the	
Pales;ne	Explora;on	
Fund.	This	lies	
beneath	the	plavorm	
of	Temple	Mount	
between	the	al	Aqsa	
Mosque	and	the	
Dome	





Cistern	#4	

57S		

Height	36S	
8,000	m3=	2,113,376	gallons	



Cistern	#5	
Top	view	

Side	view	

Warren	=	1871	
30S	high/	capacity	845,350.6	gallons	
	
Schick	=	1887	
33S	high	/	capacity	1,320,860	
gallons	



Cistern#6	

Schick	=	40	high	(1887)	
Depth	from	the	haram	53t	below	

Cistern	found	near	the	triple	gate		
on	the	southern	part	of	the	mount	





Cistern	#15	
Cistern	near	the	fosse	on	the		
north-west	near	Antonia	



22	S	high	
Diameter	35	S	
Western	chamber	23	S	x	43	S	

STILL	IN	USE	TODAY	

Water	conduit	

Western	wall	

Hasmonean	Period	cistern	for	the	Baris	a	fortress	during	the	first	temple	period		



Cistern	#23	

This	dry	cistern	is	located	near	
the	golden	gate	on	the	east	

conduit	

N	

E	

19	S	diameter	20	S	high	



Cistern	#27	
72	S	x	9S	height	21	S	11.77	inches	



Cisterns	#27,29,30	

#27	

#29,			

#30	

72	t	long			
9t	wide		
height	21	t	11.77	inches	

72	S		
9	S	wide	

North	chamber	
32t	9.7in	x	22t	11.5in	

South	Chamber	
26S	10.8in	x	26S	10.8	

60S	x	49S	10.4	





#30	

#29	

#27	

#28	

Kior	

Beit	haNitzotz	Beit	HaMoked	

Beit	AvLnas	Beit	Otzrot	





Court	of	the	woman,	Lepers	chamber		
northwest	of	the	woman’s	court	

#27	

Beit	HaNitzots	on	the	Azarah	cisterns	

Steps	
		

21	t		
11.77	in	
high	

Mikvaot	



Cistern	#28	

177S	long	

15t	wide		 29t	

E	

N	

W	

S	

55t	

50t	below	





Topographical	map	of	the	temple	mount	
Cisterns	and	Conduits	under	the	mount	

Number	of	the	cisterns	according	to	Conrad	Schick		

Drain	system		
to	the	cistern	
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Drain	system		
to	the	cistern	







Main	Temple	building	measurements	from	North	to	South:			
	
Middot	4:7 		
A 	From	east	to	west	was	one	hundred	cubits:	

		
B 	The	wall	of	the	porch	was	five	[cubits	thick],	and	the	porch,	eleven;	the	
wall	of	the	sanctuary,	six,	and	its	inside,	forty	cubits.		The	dividing	space	was	
one	cubit,	and	the	Holy	of	Holies,	twenty;	the	wall	of	the	sanctuary,	six;	the	
cell,	six;	and	the	wall	of	the	cell,	five.	
	
C 	From	north	to	south	was	[an	area	of]	seventy	cubits:	

		
D 	the	wall	of	the	passageway	was	five,	the	passageway,	three,	the	wall	of	
the	cell,	five,	and	the	cell,	six,	the	wall	of	the	sanctuary,	six,	and	its	inner	
area,	twenty	cubits,	the	wall	of	the	sanctuary,	six,	and	the	cell,	six,	the	wall	
of	the	cell,	five,	and	the	space	for	draining	off	water,	three	cubits,	and	the	
wall,	five	cubits.	
		

The	Mishnah:	Neusner,	J.	transla;on	



Evidence	from	the	Mishnah	



Water	issued	from	under	the	Temple	

Ezekiel	47:1		
He	brought	me	back	to	the	door	of	the	house;	and	
behold,	waters	issued	out	from	under	the	threshold	of	
the	house	eastward;	(for	the	forefront	of	the	house	was	
toward	the	east;)	and	the	waters	came	down	from	
under,	from	the	right	side	of	the	house,	on	the	south	of	
the	altar.			
2	Then	he	brought	me	out	by	the	way	of	the	gate	
northward,	and	led	me	round	by	the	way	outside	to	the	
outer	gate,	by	the	way	of	[the	gate]	that	looks	toward	the	
east;	and	behold,	there	ran	out	waters	on	the	right	side.	









Mishnah	Middot	5:4	
5:4 	A	Those	in	the	south:	the	office	made	of	wood,	the	office	for	the	Exile,	the	office	made	of	
hewn	stone.	
B 	The	office	made	of	wood—	
C 	said	R.	Eliezer	b.	Jacob,	“I	forgot	what	purpose	it	served”—	
D 	Abba	Saul	says,	“It	is	the	office	of	the	high	priest,	and	it	was	behind	the	other	two	[A],	and	
the	roof	of	all	three	of	them	was	on	the	same	level.”	
E 	The	office	for	the	exile:	there	was	a	permanent	cistern,	and	a	wheel	was	placed	on	it,	and	
from	there	did	they	draw	water	for	the	whole	courtyard.	
F 	The	office	made	of	hewn	stone:	there	the	great	Sanhedrin	of	Israel	was	in	session,	
G 	And	it	judged	the	priesthood.		And	a	priest	in	whom	was	found	a	cause	of	invalida;on	
dresses	himself	in	black	clothing	and	cloaks	himself	in	a	black	cloak	and	departs	and	goes	his	way.	
H 	And	he	in	whom	no	cause	of	invalida;on	was	found	dresses	himself	in	white	clothing	and	
cloaks	himself	in	a	white	cloak	and	goes	in	and	serves	with	his	brethren,	the	priests.	
I 	And	a	fes;val	day	did	they	declare,	for	a	cause	of	invalida;on	had	not	been	found	in	the	
seed	of	Aaron	the	priest.	
J 	And	thus	did	they	say,	“Blessed	is	the	Omnipresent,	blessed	be	he,	that	a	cause	of	
invalida;on	has	not	been	found	in	the	seed	of	Aaron.	
K 	“Blessed	is	he	who	chose	Aaron	and	his	sons	to	stand	to	serve	before	the	Lord	in	the	house	
of	the	Holy	of	Holies.”	
		
Neusner,	J.	(1988).		(pp.	882883).	New	Haven,	CT:	Yale	University	Press.	
	





Measure	the	PaJern	by	Joseph	Good	



laver	





16	cisterns	inside	the	Yellow	area	


