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What Muslims Believe

Religious History

×Muslims believe that Islam (meaning 

ñsubmission to Allahò) is the original religion 

since the creation of Adam, the first prophet. 

×Since the beginning of time, all people who 

submit to Allah are called Muslims. 

×Over the centuries, Allah appointed thousands 

of prophets to warn and guide mankind. 

Islam, the Original Religion



Quran: Surah 3: Ayah 66:
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×Prominent among 

them were:

Islam, the Original Religion

×Ebrahim

×Musa

×Dawud

×IsaAl Masih
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Quran: Surah 3: Ayah 66:
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Muhammad, the Final Prophet

×Mankind habitually strayed 

from the way of Allah 

revealed through the prophets. 

×About AD 610 in Arabia, Allah 

sent the last prophet, 

Muhammad, who united the 

Arab tribes and turned them 

from idolatry to Islam.
Muhammad at the Kaba

Osman (1595)
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The Spread of Islam

×After the death of 

Muhammad in AD 632, 

Sunni Islam rapidly spread 

from Arabia under the 

leadership of the first four 

ñrightly guidedò rulers 

(caliphs) who were close 

companions of Muhammad.
The Death of Muhammad

(1595)
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Expansion under Mohammad 

(AD 622 to AD 632)

Expansion from AD 632 to AD 661

Expansion from AD 661 to AD 750
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The Spread of Islam

×Shia Islam began to rapidly spread through 

the teachings of ñinfallibleò Imans from the 

bloodline of Muhammad. 

×To Muslims, the military and economic 

expansion of Islam liberated people 

suffering under the harsh and corrupt 

Byzantine and Persian Empires. 
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The Ending of the Era of Conquest

×Conquests transitioned to internal struggles.

×The ShiaïSunni split divided the Muslims.

×Shia (meaning ñpartyò of Ali) followed only 

a blood relative of Muhammad.

×Sunni (meaning ñpathò) followed the 

tradition of choosing caliphs by consensus.
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×Christians trace their religious history back to 

Adam, who brought the curse of sin upon all 

mankind. (Genesis 1-3)

×Jesus is called the 

second Adam, who 

came to remove this 

curse of sin. (Romans 5)
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Adam and Jesus

The Fall and Expulsion from 
Garden of Eden (detail)
Michelangelo (1509-10)
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Abraham and Jesus

×Godôs plan unfolded carefully over history.

×Abraham was promised the blessing to carry 

out Godôs eternal purposes. 

×He was blessed so he could be a 

blessing to all the families of the 

earth. (Genesis 12:1-3; Galatians 3)

The Sacrifice of Abraham, Rembrandt (1635)
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Abraham and Jesus

And I will put enmity 

between you and the 

woman, and between 

your offspring and 

hers; he will crush 

your head, and you 

will strike his heel.

ðGenesis 3:15

×Jesus is the promised seed 

of Eve who would crush the 

head of Satan (Shaytanin 

ArabicðGenesis 3:15).

×Jesus will bring the blessing 

of the ñGood Newsò (Injil

in Arabic).
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The Victory of Jesus

×A great war has been raging throughout the 

Creation, a struggle in which Satan has twisted 

all good thingsðeven religionðinto weapons 

to discredit God. 

×The decisive battle of this war was won on the 

cross when Jesus destroyed Satanôs power and 

overcame the curse of sin. 
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The Victory of Jesus

×Jesus conquered death.

×With the authority won 

by rising from 

the dead, Jesus offers 

eternal life to mankind. 

The Resurrection of Christ
Rubens (c. 1612)






















































































































































































































































































































