








MIDDOT 2:2

2:2 All those who enter the 
Temple mount enter at the right, 
go around, and leave at the left, 
`except for him to whom 
something happened, who goes 
around to the left. `òWhat ails 
you, that you go around to the 
left?ó `òFor I am a mourner.ó 
`òMay he who dwells in this 
house comfort you.ó `òThat I am 
excommunicated.ó ééé..



"Whoever has not seen Herod's building - has not seen a beautiful 
building in his life." Babylonian Talmud Bava Batra 4:A



Miracles in the Temple in 

Jerusalem

Â 1. The Cloud of the Sacrifices always when 
up as a column to the heavens.

Â 2. The Red tread turn white during Yom 
Kippur.

Â 3. A pregnant woman never miscarriage in 
the temple courts.

Â 4. There was never a fly on any of the 
Sacrifices on the Altar



The Altar

The most prominent object in the 

Court of the Priests was the immense 

altar of unhewn stones, * a square of 

not less than 48 feet, and, inclusive of 

'the horns,' 15 feet high. 

ÅThey were 'whitened' twice a year. 

ÅPassover & Sukkot 





As this 'circuit' was raised 9 feet from the ground, 
and 1 1/2 feet high, while the 'horns' measured 1 
1/2 feet in height, the priests would have only to 
reach 3 feet to the top of the altar, and 4 1/2 
feet to that of each 'horn.' An inclined plane, 48 
feet long by 24 wide, into which about the 
middle two smaller 'descents' merged, led up to 
the 'circuit' from the south. Close by was the 
great heap of salt, from which every sacrifice 
must be salted with salt. * 

* Also a receptacle for such sin-offerings of birds 
as had become spoiled. This inclined plane was 
kept covered with salt, to prevent the priests, 
who were barefooted, from slipping. 



MIDDOT 3:1

The altar was thirty-two by thirty-two 

[cubits] [at the base]. `It rose by one cubit 

and drew in by one cubit [on every side]. 

`This is the foundation. `Thus was left [an 

area] thirty cubits by thirty. `It rose by five 

cubits and drew in by one cubit. `This is 

the circuit. `Thus was left [an area] twenty-

eight by twenty-eight. `The area of the 

horns is a cubit on this side and a cubit on 

that side.  



`Thus was left [an area] twenty-six by 

twenty-six. `The place for the passage 

of the priests is a cubit on this side and 

a cubit on that side. `Thus was left [an 

area] twenty-four by twenty-four [as] 

the place for the [altar] fire. `Said R. 

Yose, ñAt the outset it was only twenty-

eight by twenty-eight. It draws in and 

rises in this same measure, so that the 

area for the altar fire turns out to be 

twenty by twenty [II Chron. 4: 1].  






